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“An eye for an eye . . .” “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them . . .” “Do not judge, or you too will be judged . . .” 

These common phrases—taken from the bestselling book of all time, the Bible—have often been misunderstood and misused. 

But when interpreted and applied in our lives properly, these and other God-inspired truths have shaped cultures and countless generations of people throughout history. 

Indeed, the Bible is a life-changing book. It tells us who God is and how he is working in our world today. 

It tells us how Gods has been faithfully at work in the past and what His will is for the future. 

But perhaps the most important thing about the Bible is that it is a work of God that possesses great power, written so that we might believe and experience the gift of salvation and eternal life that comes through faith in Jesus Christ. 

According to its own testimony, the Bible is inspired (or “breathed out”) by the Spirit of God, and is “profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). 

As such, the Bible has authority over us. But this authority is not merely given to it by how it functions or by what place it holds in our lives, but rather because it is the very voice and revelation of God. 
The Bible is where God continues to speak truth into our lives, a “living and active” Word—the sufficient foundation for life and the practice of the believing Christian. 

However, if mishandled and used inappropriately, the Bible can turn into a dangerous book. 

Adolf Hitler, for example, was widely known to take the words of Jesus out of context and use them for propaganda purposes. 

In 1922, in a speech in Munich, Germany, Hitler hijacked the words of Jesus for his own agenda as he sought to eradicate the Jews. 

Hitler referenced times when Jesus rebuked the corrupt spiritual leadership of his day, such as when he cleared the temple by force after chief priests and others in charge made it into a marketplace for thieves, thereby corrupting worship. 

The horror of reading how Hitler twisted Jesus’ words and actions is immeasurable. The following is an excerpt from his speech: 

My feelings as a Christian point me to my Lord and Savior as a fighter. It points me to the man who once in loneliness, surrounded only by a few followers, recognized these Jews for what they were and summoned men to fight against them. . . . In boundless love as a Christian and as a man I read through the passage which tells us how the Lord at last rose in His might and seized the scourge to drive out of the Temple the brood of vipers and of adders. How terrific was His fight for the world against the Jewish poison!

Hitler took words that Jesus had directed toward a select group of wicked men in his day, and with one broad stroke, painted an entire people group with the same brush, hanging the label POISON on all of them. 

I realize this is an extreme example, but unfortunately it is but one example out of countless other examples that shows how much damage can be done when the Bible is taken out of context and abused. 

It never ceases to amaze me how the only passage in the Bible some men know is “wives should submit to their husbands” and they like to quote it as they beat their wives into submission.

Even well-intentioned Christians have misquoted the Bible and misunderstood its meaning, leaving behind a trail of confusion and faulty decisions pertaining to God’s will for their life. 

Many a theological heresy have come from the misuse or misinterpretation of Scripture, and this can happen no matter how noble the intentions of its interpreters. 

This all leads to the purpose of our summer sermon series, The Bible Doesn’t Say That.

My hope is that this summer we will to come face-to-face with some of the most misused verses in the Bible, verses that have often lost their context and have taken on new meanings outside the stories and teachings of Scripture. 

Indeed, phrases like “an eye for an eye,” or “where two or three are gathered,” as well as “do not judge, or you too will be judged,” are a few of the more commonly misunderstood and misused verses. 

We will bring these verses of Scripture and others back into their proper context so that they can be interpreted and applied correctly.

To be sure, times change and applications may vary, but the original author’s meaning and intent are fixed and eternal. 

We must understand what these verses actually meant when they were written so we can apply them properly today. 

It is only then that we may say we are faithfully using God’s Word as the Holy Spirit intended. 

Let me ask you this. Have you ever been misquoted? Has something you’ve said been taken out of context and used against you?

When it happens, there is a burning desire to set the record straight, to justify and defend ourselves against false information that may paint us in a negative light. 

These situations can start quite innocently. Imagine a loved one overhearing a conversation you are having with someone on the phone. 

Because they are only hearing one side of it, they don’t have the context of what is being said, or why. 

Assumptions can be made and false conclusions drawn. 

In today’s information age, the world is swarming with photo-shopped pictures and edited sound bites, bits of information that can easily be misinterpreted and misused if taken out of their original context.

We see this in political circles, where candidates may find their words being edited or used in a way to undermine their integrity, or to make them look foolish or extreme in their views. 

All of this reeks of injustice and puts the age-old question of “what is true?” in the forefront of our minds. 

But like the writer of Ecclesiastes has rightly said, “There is nothing new under the sun” (1:9). 

In reality, misquotes, false information, and misinterpretations have been around since the appearance of the serpent in the Garden of Eden. 

It was there that Satan sought to undermine God’s Word. And the strategy and tactics he used then, are still being practiced at many different levels today. 

If you would please turn in your Bible to Genesis chapter 3.

Our first parents, Adam and Eve, knew nothing but innocence and blessing as those who were made in God’s image. 

God created a virtual paradise for them, a garden teeming with plant life and animals, a harmonious existence that God had masterfully woven from a work of creation that he himself declared “very good” (Genesis 1:31). 

It was here that Adam and Eve were charged with the commands to rule over God’s creation, to subdue the earth, and to multiply in number. 

They enjoyed perfect fellowship with God and each other while they lived in obedience to God. But, as we know, that would all change. 

God gave a specific command to Adam concerning the trees in the garden. 

The fruits of the trees were healthy and good, with the exception of one.

In Genesis 2:16-17 “…the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17  but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”  

God used this command as a test of Adam’s obedience and character, and it was his obligation to teach it to the woman God would give him. 
Satan, a fallen angelic being, arrived on the scene in the form of a crafty serpent. 

He had several goals in mind: to destroy what God had made by perverting the truth so as to gain control over and enslave those who were made in God’s image. 

He wanted to be their master, to control their destiny. He wanted to have the place that only God himself rightly deserves, and in order to accomplish this, he had a scheme bent on undermining God’s voice, the source of truth and life. 

The account begins here in Genesis 3:1 “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 

Notice Satan’s initial tactic. His first blow was to cast suspicion and doubt on the Word of God: “Did God actually say . . . ?” 

Then the crafty serpent took things a step further. He intentionally misquoted God: “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 

The serpent took God’s original command, that they were not to eat of a particular tree in the garden, and expanded it to sound like a prohibition against eating from any tree in the garden. 

So the very first question in the entire Bible is nothing less than a misquotation of God’s Word. 

But to Eve’s credit, she tell Satan the command, even though she does add to the confusion by adding to it a bit.

We read in Genesis 3:2–3: “And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”

Eve corrected the serpent by saying that they could eat from all the trees of the garden except for the one in the middle (presumably the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil”). 

Yet Eve added that they were not even allowed to touch it, though God did not say that in his original command.

But that was not the ultimate source of Eve’s undoing (or Adam’s). 

A stronger, more lethal attack was about to be launched as Satan sarcastically questioned the legitimacy and goodness behind moral restrictions and boundaries on human behavior: But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:4–5). 

It’s as if Satan was asking: What’s with the rules? Why have boundaries? Weren’t you made to be free? Can’t you see that God is afraid you will end up being equal with him? 

The seeds of doubt that would lead to death were sown in front of her. The trap was set. 

But note what Satan tried to do. The serpent wanted her to see God’s restrictive commands in a new light, to perhaps understand them differently from what was originally intended, and to give them a new context. 

This desire to be equal with God was the very temptation that Satan himself was guilty of when he was first cast out of heaven. 
The serpent’s tactic was nothing less than a direct assault on the Word of God, when he suggested, “You will not surely die! Your eyes will be opened! You will be like God!” (an outright lie from the “father of lies,” John 8:44). 

The serpent attempted to portray God as a selfishly insecure, risk-taking deity who is irrationally afraid that his creation will no longer need him unless restrictions are placed upon them.

He further baited her with the idea that unrestricted freedom and human reason are the highest of all virtues. 

And if that were not enough, he appealed to the prideful idea that we can be like God. We can be our own god. 

Ironically, many world religions, cults, and forms of false teaching throughout history, and today, have their foundations in some of these same ideas: Knowledge is the highest of virtues, one can become their own god, and unrestricted human freedom is a must. 

Satan’s strategies and tactics have changed little throughout history. And they can all be traced back to the book of Genesis. 

Of course we know the results of all of this. Eve took the fruit and ate it, as did Adam, who was with her at the time (3:6). 

As their “eyes were opened,” they realized they were naked (covered only with shame), so they rushed off to make themselves coverings. 

Now their natural bent was to go inward, to withdraw and hide from God, the One who had created them and designed them for intimate fellowship. 

They were meant to reflect his glory, but instead they sought a glory of their own. 
At the heart of all human sinfulness is lawlessness and the prideful appeal to be our own god. To determine our own destiny. 

To have our own way. To throw off restrictions and doubt the integrity of God’s goodness. To doubt the trustworthiness of his Word. 

And all we need to do in order to start down that path is to give Scripture a new context, twist its meaning, or interpret it in a way that appeals to the supremacy and glory of self. 

The serpent successfully taught Adam and Eve the dance of disobedience, and it delivered them over to death. 

This pattern continues. Turn with please to Luke chapter 4.

If anyone was ever aware of Satan’s prolific efforts to misuse the authority of Scripture, it was Jesus Christ. 

In the New Testament, we see Satan using the same strategies as before. 

He attempts to exploit Jesus in a moment of human weakness with a full frontal assault upon the Word of God. 

The context is simple. In Luke 4, Jesus is at the beginning of his ministry. He is baptized by John the Baptist and led by the Spirit of God into the Judean wilderness to be tempted and tested by the devil. 

All of this is in preparation for Jesus’ earthly ministry. 

It is here that Satan goes after him, tempting him first with food and then with a temporal power over the earth (arrows aimed at both body and soul). 

Satan is once again seeking to be equal with God, but this time by bringing God down to his level. 
But, the sinless Christ counters the first two attacks by appealing to Scripture written long ago by God’s servant Moses and recorded in the book of Deuteronomy. 

Jesus knows that the tool for victory in moments of temptation is God’s Word, and he wields the “sword” with precision to fight off his attacker. 

Then the devil tries a third and perhaps his most creative assault. He uses the very weapon Jesus is using, the Word of God, and tries to manipulate a section from Psalm 91 for his own purposes.

Let’s pick up here in Luke 4:9-11: And [the devil] took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you to guard you, and on their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

What’s interesting here is that Satan not only knows and uses the Word of God, but this time (unlike in the garden), he chooses to quote it correctly. 

In other words, it is not a misquote of the verse, but it is a misuse of it. 

Instead of seeing this beautiful section of Psalm 91 as it really is—a general promise by God to care for his people—the devil inappropriately applies it to a situation that seeks to test God’s sovereignty. 

He’s enticing Jesus to engage in reckless behavior, and then claiming that if indeed God’s Word was true, God should protect him. 

But this is an abuse of the Word of God. It would be like someone tempting you by saying, “Hey, if God is sovereign, what’s the big deal if you drive a hundred miles an hour up and down the highway? He’ll take care of you, right? Nothing should ever happen, unless it’s your time.” 
But that line of thinking is foolish. It abuses the idea of God’s sovereignty by putting God to the test. 

And Jesus sees right through it and once again defends against the attack by quoting Scripture (Deuteronomy 6:16) and applying it accurately.

Look here at Luke 4:14: And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

It would seem that the apostle Paul was right when, in Ephesians 6, he instructed the church to put on the armor of God so that they may stand against the devil’s wicked schemes. 

Comparing this to the armor of the Roman soldier (whom he may have been looking at while he was writing), Paul told the church to put on the belt of truth and the breastplate of righteousness. 

They were to embrace the message of the gospel, which was like wearing shoes that would give them good footing in the battle. 

They were also to pick up the shield of faith and put on the helmet of salvation. For the most part, all these are defensive weapons. 

But one piece of the armor is meant for offense. Paul called it the Sword of the Spirit, or the Word of God, capable of demolishing strongholds, those satanically inspired lines of thinking that are inherently hostile toward the truths of God—false teaching. 

When used rightly, the Bible is the source of the Christian’s power and might within the battle. And believe me, we are now more than ever in a spiritual battle for the truth in this dark world. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]So as we begin this journey through some of the most misused verses in Scripture, we must first realize that misquoting and misusing God’s Word has been one of Satan’s key strategies and tactics in his attempts to undermine the rightful reign and authority of God in the world. 

In fact, this is how Satan led humanity down the path of destruction. 

When human beings fall into this temptation today by their own misuse or manipulation of Scripture, we only perpetuate the lies that can lead others astray. 

Therefore, it is all the more important that we investigate and rightly “divide the word of truth” in its proper context with as much precision and accuracy as possible.

Next week we will be looking at Matthew 7:1 and the context of “Do Not Judge.”

Benediction  
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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